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MATRICULATION  EXAMINATIONS  BOARD 
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ENGLISH  4 
LITERATURE 


Time — 2|  hours. 

Note  to  Candidates — One  mark  will  be  deducted  for  each  error 
in  grammar,  the  maximum  penalty  not  exceeding  ten. 

Values 

10  1.  Quote  any  two  from  (a)  and  one  from  (b)  : 

(«,)  (1)  We  have  scotch’d  the  snake,  not  kill’d  it; 
(Six  following  lines) 

(2)  This  supernatural  soliciting 
Cannot  be  ill;  cannot  be  good:  if  ill, 

(Six  following  lines) 

(3)  Last  came  and  last  did  go, 

The  pilot  of  the  Galilean  lake; 

(Six  following  lines) 

(b)  (1)  When  Bryon’s  eyes  were  shut  in  death, 
(Eight  following  lines) 

(2)  An  educated  man  stands,  as  it  were;..  

no  measure  of  his  strength. 

(Intervening  words) 


2.  r Second  Witch:  All  hail,  Macbeth!  hail  to  thee 
thane  of  Cawdor! 

2 (ft)  What  circumstances  brought  about  the  ful- 

filment of  the  second  witch’s  prophecy? 


12 

Either 


2 


Third  Witch:  All  hail,  Macbeth!  that  shalt  be 
king  hereafter. 

(b)  What  problems  did  Macbeth  encounter, 
both  from  within  his  own  soul  and  without, 
that  stood  as  obstacles  to  the  fulfilment  of 
the  third  witch’s  prophecy? 

By  referring  to  speeches  or  incidents  show 
that  Macbeth  faced  and  seemingly  solved 
these  problems. 

( c ) In  the  encounter  with  the  witches,  contrast 
Banquo’s  reaction  with  that  of  Macbeth. 


Values 


Or 


Describe  briefly  the  following  incidents  from 
Macbeth  and  show  the  bearing  of  each  on  the 
development  of  the  play  as  a whole: 

(а)  Macbeth  consults  the  witches  in  Act  IV, 
Scene  I. 

(б)  The  interview  between  Macbeth  and  the 
two  murderers. 

(c)  The  murder  of  the  MacDuff’s. 

( d ) The  conduct  of  Malcolm  and  Donalbain 
when  their  father’s  murder  is  discovered. 


Either 


Ruskin  says,  “Now  this  distinction  between  rich 
and  poor  rests  on  two  bases.  Within  its  proper 
limits,  on  a basis  which  is  lawful  and  everlast- 
ingly necessary ; beyond  them,  on  a basis 
unlawful,  and  everlastingly  corrupting  the 
framework  of  society.” 

(а)  According  to  Ruskin,  what  is  the  lawful 
basis,  and  what  the  unlawful,  of  the 
distinction  between  rich  and  poor? 

(б)  What  has  Ruskin  to  say  of  the  members  of 
each  of  the  groups  distinguished  above? 

( c ) What,  according  to  Ruskin,  are  the  evils 
which  result  from  making  foreign  loans? 


3 


3 


3 

4 


Or 


“Now  there  have  been  three  distinct  schools  of 

European  Architecture,”  ( Ruskin ) 

(a)  What  are  these  three  schools? 

( b ) On  what  religious  principle  was  each  of 
the  three  developed  ? 

( c ) Why  did  each  fail? 

(d)  What,  according  to  Ruskin,  is  the  religion 
of  the  English  people  and  how  has  it 
influenced  the  nation’s  architecture? 


4.  f “Poverty,  incessant  drudgery  and  much  worse 
evils,  it  has  often  been  the  lot  of  poets  and  wise 
men  to  strive  with,  and  their  glory  to  conquer.” 

(а)  What  writers  does  Carlyle  take  as  examples 
to  prove  the  truth  of  the  above  statement? 

(б)  What  two  things  did  these  men  have  that 
Burns  lacked? 

8 ( c ) How  did  the  lack  of  these  qualities  affect 

Burns’s  life  and  literary  accomplishments? 


3 

Either  < 

4 


Values 

2 

" (a)  What  does  Carlyle  say  about  the  sincerity 
of  Burns’  poetry  and  about  his  choice  of 
subjects? 

8 

(6)  Describe  any  two  qualities  which  Carlyle 
finds  in  the  songs  of  Burns. 

Or 

4 

(c)  What  does  Carlyle  say  about  the  influence 
of  these  songs  on  the  literature  of 
Scotland,  and  their  wide  fame? 

1 

( d ) What  writer  is  referred  to  as  being  at  the 
head  of  Scottish  literature  in  Carlyle’s 
day? 

16  5. 

' Answer  any  four  parts  of  the  following : 

Either  < 

(a)  On  returning  to  the  beautiful  Wye  valley 
after  five  years’  absence,  Wordsworth 
recalls  the  ways  in  which  the  remembrance 
of  this  “wild  secluded”  scene  has  influenced 
his  life.  By  reference  to  the  poem, 
T intern  Abbey,  show  clearly  what  these 
influences  were. 

{b)  What  characteristic  does  Arnold  in 
“Memorial  Verses”  attribute  to  Goethe  and 
to  Wordsworth?  Summarize  Arnold’s 

estimate  of  the  influence  of  each  of  these 
poets. 

(c)  Wordsworth  says  in  Elegiac  Stanzas  that 
at  an  earlier  period  in  his  life,  he  would 
have  had  the  painter  paint  the  scene: 
“Besides  a sea  that  could  not  cease  to 

smile ; 

On  tranquil  land,  beneath  a sky  of  bliss.” 
Why  would  Wordsworth  have  approved  of 
such  a portrayal  of  the  scene?  What 
change  did  his  feelings  undergo,  and  what 
was  the  cause  of  this  change? 

( d ) Mention  the  sights  and  sounds  of 
country  life  that  give  pleasure  to  the  poet 
in  (1)  L’ Allegro,  (2)  11  Penseroso. 

(e)  Using  references  from  the  poem,  Lycidas, 
discuss  the  poet’s  attitude  at  the  beginning 
and  at  the  end  of  the  poem  toward  his 
friend’s  death. 

(/)  Give  any  two  distinctly  separate  references 
from  An  Epistle  which  show  that  Karshish 
was  interested  in  the  strange  case  of 
Lazarus. 

(g)  “My  sister  is  not  so  defenceless  left 

As  you  imagine ; she  has  a hidden 
strength 

Which  you  remember  not.” 

What  explanation  of  the  meaning  and  value 
of  the  sister’s  hidden  strength  is  given  by 
the  Elder  Brother  in  Comus? 

[OVER] 


Values 

9 


7 


Or 


(a)  Discuss  briefly  what  Carlyle  has  to  say  in 

the  Essay  on  Burns  about  each  of  the 

following : 

(1)  The  true  meaning  of  manhood. 

(2)  How  biography  should  be  written. 

(3)  Patronage  in  literature. 

(b)  Answer  very  briefly  each  of  the  following: 

(1)  Show  that  the  dramatic  setting  of  Act 
I,  Scene  I,  of  Macbeth  (A  Desert 
Place),  is  peculiarly  appropriate  to 
the  subject  of  the  play. 

(2)  What  reason  is  there  to  suppose  that 
the  third  murderer  was  Macbeth  in 
disguise? 

(3)  Why  is  Macbeth  called  a tragedy? 

(4)  “Two  truths  are  told, 

As  happy  prologues  to  the  swelling  act 
Of  the  imperial  theme.” 

To  what  two  truths  did  Macbeth 
refer? 

(5)  What  circumstance  did  old  Siward 
find  in  the  death  of  his  son  which 
tempered  his  loss? 

(6)  Show  the  dramatic  irony  in  the 
following  remark  by  Macbeth ; 

“Infected  be  the  air  whereon  they 
ride, 

And  damn’d  all  those  that  trust 
them.” 

(7)  What  circumstance  in  connection 
with  MacDuff’s  coming  to  him  in 
England  did  Malcolm  regard  with 
particular  suspicion? 


20  6.  Answer  briefly,  in  not  more  than  three  sentences 

for  each,  any  ten  of  the  following  questions : 

Travels  with  a Donkey. 


( a ) “Here  was  the  Beast  of  Gevaudan  and  no 
mistake”.  What  experience  did  Stevenson 
encounter  on  his  way  to  Cheylard  which 
caused  this  remark. 

(b)  Stevenson  says,  “The  best  that  we  find  in  our 
travels  is  an  honest  friend.”  Describe  any 
two  friendships  the  author  made  in  his 
travels  and  in  what  way  each  was  helpful.” 

(c)  Stevenson  refers  to  one  of  the  towns  he 
visited  as  Pont  De  Montvert  of  bloody 
memory.  What  incident  does  he  relate  in  the 
history  of  Pont  De  Montvert  to  justify  this 
description? 


Values 


The  Tempest 

( d ) Indicate  two  situations  in  the  development  of 
the  plot  in  which  Prospero  was  the  leading 
figure.  Give  your  estimate  of  his  behaviour 
in  each  case. 

(e)  Describe  the  first  meeting  between  Miranda 
and  Ferdinand.  What  impression  did  each 
make  upon  the  other? 

(/)  Describe  one  of  the  outstanding  humorous 
scenes  or  situations  in  the  play. 

( g ) Indicate  the  character  of  the  Boatswain  in 
Act  I,  Scene  I. 

Cranford 

( h ) Give  an  account  of  Miss  Matty’s  love  affair. 

(i)  Give  any  two  points  in  the  character  of  Peter 
with  a supporting  reference  in  each  case. 

( j ) Describe  Miss  Pole’s  behaviour  during  The 
Panic. 

Harold 

(k)  What  reference  to  Macbeth  of  Scotland  do 
you  find  in  Harold ? 

(l)  Account  for  the  popularity  of  Earl  Godwin 
among  the  English  people. 


7,  Sight  Selection : 

Afterwards 

When  the  Present  has  latched  its  postern 
behind  my  tremulous  stay, 

And  the  May  month  flaps  its  glad  green 
leaves  like  wings, 

Delicate-filmed  as  new-spun  silk,  will  the 
neighbors  say, 

“He  was  a man  who  used  to  notice  such 
things”? 

If  it  be  in  the  dusk  when,  like  an  eyelid’s 
soundless  blink, 

The  dewfall-hawk  comes  crossing  the  shades 
to  alight 

Upon  the  wind-warped  upland  thorn,  a gazer 

may  think, 

“To  him  this  must  have  been  a familiar 
sight”. 


[OVER] 


Values 


If  I pass  during  some  nocturnal  blackness, 
mothy  and  warm, 

When  the  hedgehog  travels  furtively  over  the 
lawn, 

One  may  say,  “He  strove  that  such  innocent 
creatures  should  come  to  no  harm, 

But  he  could  do  little  for  them;  and  now  he 
is  gone”. 

If,  when  hearing  that  I have  been  stilled  at 
last,  they  stand  at  the  door, 

Watching  the  full-starred  heavens  that 
winter  sees, 

Will  this  thought  rise  on  those  who  will  meet 
my  face  no  more, 

“He  was  one  who  had  an  eye  for  such 
mysteries”? 

And  will  any  say  when  my  bell  of  quittance  is 
heard  in  the  gloom, 

And  a crossing  breeze  cuts  a pause  in  its 
outrollings, 

Till  they  rise  again,  as  they  were  a new  bell’s 
boom, 

“He  hears  it  not  now,  but  used  to  notice  such 
things”? 

Thomas  Hardy. 

2 (a)  Sum  up,  in  a sentence,  the  chief  thought  of 

the  above  poem. 

6 (b)  Write  an  appreciation  of  the  above  poem  by 

discussing  its  imagery,  form  or  other  notable 
features. 

2 (c)  What  impression  do  you  gain  of  the  writer? 


100 
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